
Informative writing: Science topic 
Lesson 1: What is informative writing? 

 What is informative writing? 

Informative writing is a report that teaches. It is all truth or NON-FICTION. The things in the 

report are not made up. 

 Prior knowledge 

 

Let the student pick a topic that they want to learn about. For example, it could be an animal 

they want to learn about, a type of weather event, anything scientific. If they are not sure, 

prompt them the first time on a topic. Eventually after doing this a few times they will get the 

idea. Download the T-chart (worksheetworks.com) that is titled, “Facts about _______”. The T 

should say “What I already know,” on the left and “What I learned,” on the right. 

 

Have them write (if they’re old enough) or verbalize (if they can’t write) what they might 

already know about their topic. They can also draw pictures. For example, if the topic is tigers 

they may already know that tigers can be red/black or white/black and they may know what 

they eat or where they live. 

 

Lesson 2: Research- Learn new information 
 

 What is research? 

 

Talk about different ways to learn about their topic (books, documentaries, internet – if you 

allow it, etc…). Take a trip to the library. Show them how to navigate the search engine (if 

they’re younger just explain what you’re doing) and introduce how to look for books by the 

dewey decimal system (this also introduces alphabetical order). Grab two or three books on the 

topic of their choice. 

 

 Research the books 

For children 2nd grade and above, have them flip through the books and write down a few 

interesting things that they learned. Have them write at least 5 things so they can narrow it 

down. For K-1st, go through the books with them and read the facts. Ask them if they can list 

the important ones or prompt them and guide them to the important facts. 



 

 Record new information 

Have the student record the new information they learned on the T-chart. 

 

Lesson 3: Narrow down information  

 Pick three or four important facts from the whole T-chart. For example, if writing about an 

animal the facts could be about what they look like, where they live, and what they eat. 

Allow older students to try and narrow down themselves, prompt younger students. 

 Once the important facts are picked, have the student order them from most important the 

least important or put them in the order they want in the report (some topics, like the 

animal topic won’t have an order of importance really). 

Lesson 4: Start report 

 Explain the parts of a report: The title page (with author written on it), table of contents, 

and then of course the information pages. 

 The report should be title page, table of contents, fact one (with pic), fact two (with pic), 

fact three (with pic), etc… 

 If the topic is on something more complex like different states of matter (solid, liquid, gas) 

have the student do three facts about each thing. For example, three facts about solids on 

one page with pic, three facts about liquid with pic, three facts about gas with pic. 

Allow the student however many days or however much time to finish up the report. 

Remember, it’s not about how quickly they can get it done but how efficiently. Obviously you 

don’t want them to take two weeks to do it, but don’t rush to get it done in one or even two 

sittings. Allow them more time if necessary. 

The first time informative writing is introduced, work with the student closely throughout the 

process and help as often as needed. After the first time, allow them to work a little bit more 

freely and just guide them through the process. 

My goal is to do this in Science every other week. This way I get in a Science unit that they need 

one week and then the next week is about them feeding their curiosity while learning two 

important elements in learning: Research and writing to inform. 

 



 
 

 


